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RESPONSE TO AMENDMENT 

1. Claims 1-3, 5, 6, 8, 21, 22 and 25-32 are pending in the application, claims 4, 7, 9-20, 23 
and 24 have been cancelled. 

REJECTIONS 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be 
found in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. Claims 1, 5 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Parker 
(U.S. Patent No. 5,323,652). 

Parker discloses a symbol-bearing receptacle for a fluid (propane tank and indicator, col. 
3, lines 9-10), said receptacle comprising: a container for said fluid (propane take, col. 3, lines 9- 
10); and a transparent symbol (col. 3, lines 22-23) disposed on said container {figure 1), the 
symbol is deemed to have a water reactivity that differs from water reactivity of the container, 
since they are made of different material, e.g. thermochromic material versus non- 
thermochromic material; wherein the difference in water reactivities renders said symbol visually 
distinct from said container when said container holds said fluid and when a temperature of said 
container is reduced to a condensation point (col. 3, lines 48-68). The container comprising an 
open fluid receptacle formed of a base disposed upon a substrate and a wall affixed to and 
extending upwardly from said base; and a transparent symbol disposed on said base and facing 
said substrate (figure 1 and col. 3, lines 5-10). 
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4. Claims 1-3,5 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Arora 
(U.S. Patent No. 7,048,971). 

Arora discloses symbol-bearing (title) receptacle (LCD) for a fluid (liquid crystals, col. 
12, lines 51-57), said receptacle comprising a container for said fluid (col. 12, lines 51-57); and a 
transparent symbol (col. 2, lines 32-37) disposed on said container, said symbol having a water 
reactivity that differs from water reactivity of said container (col. 3, lines 13-42); wherein the 
difference in water reactivities renders said symbol visually distinct from said container when 
said container holds said fluid and when a temperature of said container is reduced to a 
condensation point (col. 4, lines 23-26). The symbol is hydrophilic and said container is 
hydrophobic or the symbol is hydrophobic and said container is hydrophilic (col. 3, lines 13-42). 
The symbol comprises a plastic silicone film (col. 5, line 10). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. Claims 8, 21, 22 and 25-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Arora (U.S. Patent No. 7,048,971) in view of Hornsby, Jr (U.S. Patent No. 4,032,687) and 
Parker (U.S. Patent No. 5,323,652). 

Arora is relied upon as described above. 

Arora fails to disclose that the symbol is embedded in a surface of the container, the 
container comprising an open fluid receptacle formed of a base disposed upon a substrate and a 
wall affixed to and extending upwardly from said base, container comprising a confined 
passageway, etc. 
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Hornsby and Parker disclose different types of containers with color changing appliques 
to indicate the temperature of the different containers. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to use Arora's symbol of different types of containers, i.e. the symbol is embedded in a 
surface of the container, the container comprising an open fluid receptacle formed of a base 
disposed upon a substrate and a wall affixed to and extending upwardly from said base, container 
comprising a confined passageway, etc, that need easy visible references to the temperature of 
the container. 



ANSWERS TO APPLICANTS ARGUMENTS 

6. Applicant's arguments in the response filed August 15, 2007 regarding the previous 

rejections of record have been considered but are moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 
Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alicia Chevalier whose telephone number is (571) 272-1490. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rena Dye, can be reached on (571) 272-3186. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
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may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Alicia Chevalier/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1794 

6/26/2008 



